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In the March of 2006,
Internationalization of Ishikawa Prefcture”
a part of this Plan, the annual event of International Fure-ai
Days which used to be held exclusively by Ishikawa
Foundation for International Exchange, was reborn as a much
“Ishikawa International Festival

“ Strategic Planning for
was initiated. As

bigger event in the shape of
with the purpose of increasing the exchanges
between local Japanese community and foreigners staying in
the region. The new
transformed event was a big
success with the participation
from many local governments,
groups and

exchange
organizations as well as active
participation by  local
community and foreigners from
the Prefecture.

The event took place in the
city of Komatsu which has the
second highest number of alien
registrations in Ishikawa and
which is also active in
promoting internationalization

in Komatsu”

volunteer
international

Participants from Irish and Jamaican Food- events. Unlike the previous

years, the events were

conducted on a bigger scale and
with a wider scope prompting active participation of the local
foreign community. The event got a lot of support from
Ishikawa Prefecture, Komatsu City, Komatsu International
Exchange Association as well as JICA-Hokuriku in planning
and execution of these events.

There were different “Japanese Culture Experience”
corners where visitors could have self-made Japanese noodles
(Soba-making experience), or self-made Japanese rice cakes
(Mochi-pounding experience) as well as try their hand at GO
or experience Japanese Tea-Ceremony (Sado). Especially, at
the soba-uchi corner, children were happily kneading the
flour, with their hands all covered with white flour and all
excited about their first Soba making experience.

One of the features of the Festival was English Rakugo.
Diane Orrett (Daian Kitsujitsu) and Katsura Kaishi gave
Rakugo performances in English. Ms. Diane (adopted name
Dai-an) who's from England, performed self-created Rakugo
“Wonderful Japan” using simple English. Ms. Diane told
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OVILLARD-KOMATSU group members thrilled the audience
with their Samba.
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.Dlane Orrett's English Rakugo : It's LAUGH-TIME!

many anecdotes about the things that surprised her or the
things that she found strange and invited lots of laughter from
the audience. Katsura Kaishi, performed a classical rakugo
called “Irachi Kuruma (A Man in a Hurry)” which is a story
of 'a terrible ride on a speed maniac's rickshaw'. This rakugo
performance in English and many other 'behind the curtain
stories' about his overseas performances tickled the audiences
and provided a wonderful entertainment.

Apart from this, there were other stage performances with
an emphasis on the 'traditional performing arts' such as Taiko,
Tsugaru Shamisen as well as Karate performance. Many
foreigners were busy taking pictures of these performances
with their digital cameras to send them to their home countries
as their 'proud souvenirs'.

One of the main attractions of the Festival was
“International Food-stall Corner” where people could try the
recipes from various countries. People were relishing these
delicacies from different food-stalls that included countries
such as Korea, China, Brazil, Myanmar, Thailand, France,
Bulgaria, Australia, Spain, Jamaica, Ireland, Russia, India,
Taiwan, Vietnam, Indonesia, etc. In addition to the usual
recipes, stalls were also selling sweets and tea.

The Festival also had the regular feature of
“International Fashion Show of Folk Costumes” where
traditional costumes from 24 countries were introduced. The
models that were recruited from the general public put up a
great show and set the place abuzz.

Later in the day, there was a special event of “Animals'
sounds Quiz” for small children and their parents in which
Coordinators for International Relations (JET Program
Participants) introduced expressions used to indicate various
animal sounds in their countries and children enjoyed guessing
different animal sounds.

The climax of the Festival was a Samba performance by
Villard Komatsu members. The whole place took a look of
Samba Carnival and Japanese and foreigners started dancing
together in a circle. The carnival like atmosphere was a most
fitting climax for the Festival.
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In order to celebrate the 30™ anniversary of exchanges
with the friendship associated Jiangsu Province in China, the
Ishikawa Visiting Group visited China under the lead of the
Ishikawa Governor during the Japan-China Tourism Exchange
Year in 2006 from October 17" to October 22",

The scheduled flights between Komatsu Airport and the
Shanghai Pudong International Airport were put in service
since 2004, and currently there are a total of 3 flights between
the two airports on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. We
used one of the flights during our visit to the Jiangsu Province.
With the scheduled flights being only 2 hours long, they
pulled China closer than ever to the citizens living in Ishikawa
Prefecture.

With the aim of promoting the not-so-well-known
Ishikawa Prefecture to the people of China, we have carried
out several events to promote tourism to Ishikawa, with the
audience being the general public at the Grand Gateway Plaza,
which is located in the middle of Shanghai City; as well as to
the students of Nanjing Normal University who are currently
majoring in Tourism. Besides introducing the charming points
and attractions of Ishikawa Prefecture, we also presented
traditional Japanese performing arts such as songs and dances,
and we have received favorable comments from the audience,
for example :
Japan!”

“That was awesome! I would love to go to

Furthermore, we visited the Feng County Apple Garden in
Xuzhou City, where it has been in technological cooperation
with Ishikawa Prefecture over the years. Xuzhou apples have
known to receive great appraises in China nationally, and
during our tour, 20 Alumni from the Overseas Technical
Training Program who went to Ishikawa Prefecture for their
training gathered at the garden and had a present conversation
with the Governor. Lastly, with the wish to forever continue
this friendly relationship, we planted the
Friendship Tree”

“Japan-China
together inside the garden.

O RUHUA A T RPN Y 2R EOHADIEFH LR ST L E L,
@Presentation of Japanese traditional performing arts (songs &
dances) at the Nanjing Normal University.

OFMNIEE DY > TR THINTHER O B 0¥ & A L ilEihitid.

@®Picture with the Alumni of the Overseas Technical Training
Program at the Feng County Apple Garden in Xuzhou City
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The finalization of “Strategic Planning for Inter-
nationalization of Ishikawa Prefecture” Plan

We've finalized a “Strategic Planning for Interna-
tionalization of Ishikawa Prefecture” plan. The objec-
tive of this plan is to make Ishikawa Prefecture even
more open to the world by further encouraging multicul-
tural co-existence and exchanges.

The conditions related to the internationalization of
Ishikawa are changing more rapidly than anyone could
ever imagine and this is evident in the globalization of
communication as a result of internet growth.

We plan to respond to these changes appropriately
through the participation and mutual collaboration from
not only the international exchange organizations and
volunteers but also from foreign students and residents
as well as people of the Prefecture, cities and towns, and
higher educational institutes.

The two themes of “Increasing people to people
exchanges” and “Making the Prefecture, a society of
will be the
central themes of internationalization policies. In order

exchanges and multicultural co-existence”

to realize these policies, we have organized them specif-
ically into 5 main categories and 11 different activities.
If you want to know more, please take a look at the link.
http://www.pref.ishikawa.jp/kokusai/plan/index.html

Alumni News Discontinuation Notice

We would like to give our greatest gratitude for your
assistance and participation with the Ishikawa Founda-
tion for International Exchange throughout the years.

It is regretful to inform you that the “Alumni
News” being published at our foundation will be dis-
continued after this issue.

If you were subscribed to our foundation through
your home address only, please then take your time to
subscribe through our e-mail system. Please send an e-
mail including your name, address, nationality, occupa-
tion, and the reason you came to Ishikawa Prefecture to
our foundation e-mail address listed below.

Thank you again for all the support with the
“Alumni News” , and we hope to be of service to you

in the near future.

Foundation E-mail Address : doso@ifie.or.jp

The Secretariat of the Ishikawa Alumni Association
Ishikawa Foundation for International Exchange
Rifare 3F, 1-5-3, Hon-machi, Kanazawa, 920-0853, Japan

TEL: (+81)-76-262-5931, FAX: (+81)-76-263-5931
URL: http://iaa.ifie.or.jp/, EMAIL: doso@ifie.or.jp
(©) 2007 Ishikawa Alumni Association




